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PRICE 10 CENTS 





All along the Northwest Pacific coast the potlatch was the main social. 


event. Feasting with much singing and dancing were on the program. Our draw- 
ing shows the arrival of some guests, some hooded to impersonate the different 


animals mentioned in their legends. 


Guests were given much food and blankets, usually the host was impover- 
ished by his generosity but won fame for it. At any future potlatches, he was 
usually repaid with interest. Quite often the potlatch would celebrate a wedding 


or two. 


The pen drawing is by Gordon Kit Thorne, a B.C. artist well-known for his 





paintings of Pacific coast Indian Legends, to be seen at the Vancouver Museum, 


Main Street at Hastings, and the Studio Gallery, 1644 West Broadway. 








(Submitted by Big White Owl, 

. Eastern Associate Editor) 

A RMED with a recent vic- 
tory in the provincial leg- 
lature when Premier Leslie 
ost declared that the Six 
ations Indian Confederacy 


are a government equal in 
itus to this government;’ the 















tribal chiefs have launched a full- 
scale attack on Ottawa in their 
war to retaln independence in the 
administration of their internal 
matters. 

The battle shaping up will be 
carried at Osgoode Hall soon when 
a test case, the first in the history 
of the courts, challenges the vali- 
dity of a 33-year-old federal gov- 
ernment order-in-council which 








signee as 
a 


Hereditary Chiefs Battle In Court 


abolished the ancient system of 
hereditary chiefs. 

The test will be an injunction to 
prevent Clifford E. Styres of Oh- 
sweken, chief councillor of the 
elected council of the Six Nations 
Indians, and R. J. Stallwood, In- 
dian agent of Brantford, from “sur- 
rendering” three acres of land in 
the Eagle’s Nest tract in the city. 

Mrs. Verna Logan, wife of one 








of the hereditary chiefs, Joseph 
Logan, Jr., is acting as the nomi- 
nee of the chiefs in their opposi- 
tion to the sale of the land to 
Cockshutt Farm Equiptment Ltd. 
for $25,000. 

A meeting held at the council 
house, Ohsweken, June 1 failed 
to obtain the necessary approval 


(Continued on Page 8) 











Page 2 


The NATIVE VOICE 











September, 195 





ALBERTA INDIAN LEADER ‘“ 





JOHNNY CALLIHOO PASSING GREAT LOSS 


We have learned with deep 
regret of the death of a great 
Native Canadian leader, 
Johnny Callihoo, founder of 
the Alberta Indian Association 
and a lifelong worker in the 
cause of his people. 





Death came Monday, August 12, 
at St. Albert, west of Edmonton, 
following a negra illness. 

Mr. Callihoo, of Cree- Iroquois 
descent, was a member of the 
Michel band and farmed on the 
Reserve west of St. Albert. 

The late Native leader devoted 
his life to the welfare of the Indian 
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peopl 

He ‘intes the annual conven- 
tion of the Native Brotherhood of 
British Columbia at Port Simpson 
in 1945 and made many friends in 
this province. 

President Robert Clifton, other 
executives of the Native Brother- 
hood, and the general membership 
join The Native Voice in extend- 
ing to his bereaved family and the 
Band our very deepest sympathy. 

In the dast few years, the Grim 
Reaper has taken a heavy toll of 
our leaders. It makes us wonder 
with some concern in our hearts 
who will take the place of these 
fine unselfish men who have been 
one ‘by one passing along. 

These men we have lost were 
willing to sacrifice without re- 
ward, giving their lives to better- 
ing the na oe aot their race; 
ready always to for their 
rights and” stop . complete 
obliteration of the Native Cana- 
dian. They have resisted the 
efforts to substitute for the more 
noble ideal a cheap imitation of 
what some whitemen refer to as 
progress and democracy, which is 
nothing of the kind. 

We think of Mr. Callihoo as a 
true Native of Canada who did not 
consider the white man had any- 
thing to offer and certainly as a 
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whole offered no example for ti 
Indian to follow. 

far, the Natives have 
ceived only sin and sorrow. T1 
is why we cannot afford to lo 
men like Johnny. Callihoo — 
great Canadian, who never wante; 
to be anything but an Indian. 


Birch Canoe 
Made at Fair 


Dan Sarazin, Chief of the Golde 
Lake Indian Band up in the Per 
broke district was commissione 
by the Ontario Department 9 
Lands and Forest to build a bi 
bark canoe at the Canadian Nation 
al Exhibition. 

He collected the necessary biret 
bark, cedar for canoe ribs an 
gunwales, roots for sewing an 
tying, and spruce gum for sealing 
the seams and cracks. He worked 
on the canoe in one of the oper 
booths at the CNE, where peopl 
watched this graceful craft taking 
shape. Birchbark canoes have 
hallowed place in the history o 
this country, and the few remain 
ing ones are now museum piece 
(Pete McGillen in Toronto Tel 
gram.) 
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‘Good News’ 
Brings Back 
\id Memories 


It was with great pleasure 
hat we received the August 
ssue of a new little publica- 
ion called Yadiksht Shpleel- 
which means “Good 


” 






hm, 
News. 
The paper is published by the 
thulus Indian Mission, Diocese of 
iboo (Anglican) whose mis- 
joner is the Rev. Colin F. Dick- 
on. 
Receipt of “Good News” brought 
wek memories to Native Voice 
ublisher Maisie Hurley and she 
sated the following incidents as 
he recalled them: 
In 1905, we drove in by stage 
rom Spences Bridge and stayed 
ith Marcus and Mary Wood- 
ards, grand old pioneers at 
ower Nicola with father and 
nother, the Ronald C. Campbell- 
Johnstons. : 
The old Shulus Reserve brings 
mck memories of old Chief Johnny 
hiliheechi, the great Chief of 
Shulus, who visited Her Majesty, 
he late Queen Victoria. She made 
im a Colonel of the Guards, 
ving him the full dress uniform, 
usby and all. The only drawback 
as that the high top boots hurt 
johnny’s feet with the result that 
e wore the full dress uniform 
ith moccasins. 
The Chief once paid $5,000 for 
thoroughbred stallion which he 
pt on the Reserve. The late 
johnny Chapman handled it for 


One day in 1905, Johnny and I 
ule to visit the old Chief. Being 
tung and a horsewoman, I asked 
br permission to ride the beauti- 
hl horse. 

Johnny said, “No, this is a 
horoughbred and he is hard to 
nde.” I said that I had handled 
horoughbreds before Johnny ever 
” one, in California and other 
places, 

Chief Chiliheechi turned to 
lohnny and said, “Let klootchmin 
de kewton (let the woman ride 
te horse).” 

Much to Johnny’s horror, I rode 




































we great horse around the Shulus ~ 


serve and turned him back 
Weatless to the old Chief, who 
% very amused by the incident. 
Yes, the magazine “Good News” 
tings back memories of days long 
pne by, in 1905 and 1906, memories 
i my old riding partner “Dad” 
Alen who taught me to ride years 
‘lore in the Kootenays (back in 
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HERE’S ANOTHER CATERPILLAR-POWERED B.C. fishing boat, “Chief Weah,” a converted 
drum seiner owned by Nelson Bros. and skippered by Hector Yeomans, of Port Edward. Mr. 
Yeomans is a member of one of B.C.’s best known Indian families and he named his boat after 
the famous Haida chieftan. The craft’s 65 H.P. Cat Diesel Engine is built for heavy-duty serv- 
ice, easy to start, runs without attention, without faltering and is easy to maintain and service. 
Caterpillar engines take you out to the fishing grounds and bring you back, quickly and safely. 
Cat Marine Engines are available from 50 to 500 H.P. See the Marine Sales Engineers at 
Finning Tractor & Equipment Co. Ltd., 940 Station Street, Vancouver 4, or phone TA. 6171. 

















the nineties). “Dad” Allen was a 
partner of the famous “Wild Bill” 
Hickock. 

Then there was my childhood 
friend George Edwards (Bill 
Miner, the famous bandit who 
twice held up the Canadian Pacific 
Railway). He is the man who 
originated the phrase “Hands up” 
(or was it “Stick ‘em up”) accord- 
ing to the Pinkerton Detective 
Agency. 

Just memories of long ago. 
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Open Letter to Members 
Of Native Sisterhood 


Dear Sisters: 


Our annual convention is drawing near. I hope you have 
talked on your various problems. There is a general problem 
I would like to bring to your attention and that is education; 
our children going to high schools, housing them properly. 
A number of children were classed as problem children, and 
therefore are not wanted back at the schools they attended 
last year. 


“Where does the fault lie?” We ask each other this ques- 
tion. Why do the children not respect those in authority? 
Does the fault lie with the principal? The staff under him 
— comply with his wishes and work in harmony with 

im. 

Or is it the salary they get? I do know it is very small. 
When our high school pupils are housed in the same residence 
as the lower grade children, it would be very difficult to treat 
them any differently from those primary pupils—they would 
get the same punishment. I am of the opinion that high 
school pupils should be housed separately. 


Our teachers on our reserves are having to pay rent for 
their living quarters and some of those living quarters are 
certainly nothing to be proud of, and a teacher will think 
twice before accepting a position on our Indian Reserves. 

The door to education is wide open to our children. Let 
us see to it that there is no stumbling block to hinder that 
privilege. 

Are there problems that you would like.to bring up? I 
wish you the blessings of our Maker. I sincerely hope you 
have had a prosperous summer. 


MRS. KITTY CARPENTER, 
President of the Native Sisterhood of B.C. 


Also President of Bella Bella P-TA. 
Bella Bella, B.C. 
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Senseless Desecration 


A rare collection of old snapshots at the home of old friends 
today and one, in particular, of unusual interest, “Knight Inlet, 
1905,” reads the caption underneath a picture of the central beam 
from a deserted Indian longhouse. Hand-hewn, 60 feet in length, 





it depicted, in intricate and beautiful carving, the two-headeqd ji” th 

serpent and was supported, high off the ground, by three sturdy hong 

log pillars. The picture had been taken by our host’s father, a 

pioneer mariner of the B.C. coast, more than 50 years ago at the War | 

then almost inaccessible head of Knight Inlet. “ 
Was the magnificent carving still there? I asked. No, said the _ 

host; it had been purloined some years later and taken.to Hatley (mgr#'ed 


Park in Victoria, where it had remained for many years until it 
was chopped up during the late war, when the navy took over the 
old Dunsmuir estate for training purposes. le yar - 

And it seems this sort of desecration has cost our province le yar ¢ 
many other priceless Indian relics, Our host, a seafaring man yee 
himself, told of seeing a visiting yacht literally laden to the gun- 





Hab-yee 
le yte @ 


wales with Indian totems, masks and other native artifacts which le ye ™ 
the marauders had deliberately sought along remote coastal inlets, & 

They had chopped the totems into four-foot lengths with the [m2 704 
idea of using them as “planters” in their garden when they re- yie- 
turned to their homes below the border! Fortunately, they were Waw-ho 
seen and reported and presumably the customs had a thing or two I-ya 
to say about it when they tried to clear Canadian waters. Waw b b 

But this case, my host tells me, is not unusual. Surely some vew ba 













official steps could be taken to preserve these priceless Indian 
relics before our* coast becomes completely denuded of all signs 
of its fascinating primitive past—(Mamie Moloney in The Sun) | 


Future of Canada s Indians 


T= chief House of Commons critic of Mr. Pickersgill’s 
iniquitous Indian administration was Calgary’s Mr. Hark 
ness. Now Mr. Harkness is in the cabinet, and although India 
Affairs is not in his department, he will doubtless have 3 
good deal to say about government policy toward the Indians 
All friends of the Indians are hopefully looking for a vz 
improvement. 

The trouble was fundamentally one of attitude. Mr. 
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Pickersgill (and Mr. Harris before him) seemed to be saying daggers 
“T will decide what’s best for the Indians. I am their guardian The } 
They aren’t capable of making important decisions.” dah 

Whether he had an objective was hard to determine, thé oe h. 


means having so beclouded the end. The objective ought td 
be no more or less than self-determination, and the means 
should simply be preparation for self-determination. 
There are those who say the Indians should eventual 
be fully integrated with the rest of the population. We don’ 














Ren 


quarrel with. that, but we do say the Indians themselvei TR 
should be the ones to decide. 325 ’ 


The Indians need more than anything else governmen 
encouragement and assistance in growing up. They must b 
lifted out of their defeatism. They must be given more am 
more responsibility and authority, even though they will maké 
many mistakes. They must be treated as adults, not as child 
ren, although they must not be forced against their 
out of their present status as wards of the government. 

At the time of Jacques Cartier there were about 200,00 
Indians in what is now Canada. The number dropped steadil) 
until about a generation ago, and it was generally assume 
they were a vanishing race. But now the trend is reversed C 
The Indian population was 135,000 in 1949 and 150,000 i 0. 
1955, an increase of 11 per cent in six years, a higher rat 
of increase than for the white population even including 744 
heavy white immigration. . 

If these people want eventually to be integrated with th 
rest of society, the onus will be largely on the whites. Firs 
through their government, will they train and nurture 
Indians in the ways of full citizenship? And secondly, wil C 
they accept the Indians when they are ready to come? 

The Indians, of course, will stumble and falter in thei 
march toward emancipation. They will be blamed and C0 
demned as being unfit for mixing in white society. But, i 
the first place, that will be a manifestation of sheer rac 
prejudice and not honest fact. And secondly, isn’t the paretl 
really to blame for most of the failings of his children? 

The process will be long and slow and painful. We 


not sure Canada’s white population is big enough to CO 
with it. 


Ca: 
Pac 


—Calgary Albertan, August 7, 1957. 
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N ootka Tribe 
War Song 


From the book by John R. Jewett, 

only survivor of the crew of the ship 

Boston, in 1803. rooms Vancon- 
ver Iskand, B.C 


War song of the Nootka Tribe 
commencing with a chorus re- 
peated at the end of each line: 


Hab-yee hah yar har, he yar bab. 
le yte ee -! of hab. 

le yar -ee yarba. of wt hah 

le yar ce I yar ser ah-le yar ee 
yee yah: 


| Ble ye ma hi chill at-sish kla-ba 
Ha-ye-hab. 

, Bb Que nok * parts-arsh waw-le 

yie-y 

Waw om re sar hasch—Yar-hab. 
L-yar hee I-yar 

Waw hoo naks ar hasch yak-queets 
sish ni-ese. 

Waw har — Hi yee ah-hab. 


Repeated over and over with 
gestures and brandishing of 
weapons. 


NOTE: Le-yee ma _hi-chill, 
signifies Ye do not know. It 
appears to be a poetical mode 
of expression, the common one 
fr you do not know being 
Wik-kum-atash; ‘from this it 
would seem that they have two 
languages, one for their songs 
and another for common use. 
The general meaning of this 
first song appears to be Ye 
little know, ye men of Klahar, 
what valiant warriors we are. 
fr Poorly can our foes contend 
with us, when we come with our 
ig ‘mm daggers, ete. 
an 
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The Nootkians have no songs 

of a historical nature nor do 
hai they appear to have any tradi- 
t@gg (on Tespecting their origin. 
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-[roquois Personalities (1) 


S I look back on a recent visit 

to the Six Nations Reserve, 
Ontario, and the Tuscarora Re- 
serve, New York, faces and per- 
sonalities flash before my eyes, 
and my ears are tuned again to 
the melodious voices. Personali- 
ties that remain with one, long 
— the last “goodbye” has been 
said. 

Alert and mischievous Louis 
Martin, with his grin from ear to 
ear; and his mother, Emmie, a 
gamut of expressions playing 
across her sensitive face and a 
voice ranged from soothing tones 
to hen-like screeches, are among 
the personalities that come back 
to me. ~ 

The Martins had company when 
I paid my second call, in Indian 
dress as I had promised. Emmie 
was anxious to see how I looked 
when I told her story of “The 
Little Grey Bird” to my English 
audience. I knocked timidly giv- 
ing the Mohawk greeting “Sago.” 
There was a loud “Sago” from 
within. My Mohawk failed me. I 
reverted to English. “May I come 
in?” 

“I don’t see why not!” was the 
blunt reply. I had hoped for an- 
other story but there were too 
meny people in the room for 
Emmie to remember one. Instead 
she admired my buckskin dress 
and beaded head-band and brace- 
lets made at Caughnawaga, finger- 
ing the soft leather like a con- 
noisseur. It met with her approval. 
Her son, Louis, is a hunter, so no 
doubt she has tanned many a 
hide in her time. 


At this point, Louis brought 





By 
Phoebe Erskine MacKellar 











down from the wall a fine pelt 
of a mink he had shot last winter. 
But he had not bothered to sell 


_ it, though dark mink gets a good 


price these days. Louis is not 
particularly interested in money. 
He is devoted to his hunting dogs 
which are in much better condi- 
tion than others on the reserve. 


I had come to be photographed 
with Louis and his mother and we 
had a hilarious time of it, Mrs. 
Martin giving a jump and a squeal 
every time the flash bulb went 
off. She had lately returned from 
hospital so the devoted Louis 
would not let her outside the 
house. With a proud grin an his 
face, he displayed a wheel chair 
he had found somewhere. When 
it was mended she could sit out- 
side. 

We talked of the story “The 
Little Grey Bird.” Mrs. Martin had 
been told it by her mother when 
she was a little girl. When I said 
that grown-ups and children across 
the sea had loved her story, she 
beamed, “I guess they did!” mean- 
ing no doubt, “And why not?” 


Why not indeed! 


The little legend is typical of 
Iroquois culture with the moral 
for the grown-ups and not the 


- child. The story is this: A grand- 


mother is making corn soup, hom- 
iny, a long process. Her little 
granddaughter is hungry and 
keeps asking if it is ready. The 
answer is always “No, not quite 
ready.” The Great Spirit takes 
pity on the hungry child and 
turns her into a little grey bird. 
Before flying through the smoke- 
hole she looks down into the soup 
pot and sings “Ona-yo-lee.” This, 
explained Emmie Martin in Mo- 
~ language means ‘It is cook- 
e , 


She asked me if I had heard the 
little grey bird on the reserve. I 
had not though I had listened for 
her. “Spring of the year is the 
time,” she said, and imitated the 
gay notes of the bird’s call in her 
clear sweet voice. I wondered as 
I listened if she herself would be 
here to listen for the Little Grey 
Bird’s “Ona-yo-lee, ona-yo-lee,” 
come next spring of the year! 





Footnote: Since writing the article 
Mrs. Emmie Martin has died in hos- 
pital. 
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Teeumseh and the War of I$I? 


At Fort Malden the situation 
was indeed serious. Proctor either 
knew or surmised the outcome of 
the conflict, but dared not take 


the Indians into his confidence. , 


During the engagement the shores 
of. the lake had been lined with 
British and Indians, listening to the 
bombardment, but unable to deter- 
mine how the battle was going. 


Now, when it was too late, Proc- 
tor received dispatches from Gen- 
eral Prevost, informing him that 
additional sailors were on their 
way to reinforce the fleet and that 
the naval guns intended for the 
“DETROIT” were at Burlington. 


On September 18th a council was 
called at the Council House of the 
old Indian Agency at Fort Malden. 
Proctor sat at the head of the 
table under the arms of Great 
Britain. The British troops were 
represented by Colonel Matthew 
Elliott, Colonel Warburton, Col- 
onel Evans, Major Chambers, Ma- 
jor Muir and Captain Dixon of 
the Royal Engineers. The Shawnee, 
Sauk, Miami, Chippewa, Fox, Ot- 
tawa, Pottawattomi and Wyandotte 
tribes were represented; beside 
Tecumseh and the Prophet, such 
famous chiefs as Roundhead (Wy- 
andotte), Shaubena (Ottawa), Split 
Log and Black Hawk (Sauk), were 
present. 


Proctor counselled flight, report- 
ing that Harrison was gathering a 
large army, which they could not 
hope to check, their heaviest guns 
having been taken from the fort 
to arm the “DETROIT.” He argued 
the advisability of destroying the 
forts at Detroit and Malden and 
falling back to the Niagara Fron- 
tier, overland. At the close of his 
speech Proctor resumed his seat, 
then ensued a few moments of 
silence, in accordance with the 
custom at such councils. This was 
for the purpose of giving the 
speaker an opportunity to recall 
any portion of his address which 
he may have overlooked. 


After this respectful interval, 


Tecumseh arose and addressed the 
council: 

“Father, listen to your children. 
You see them all before you. The 
war before this our British father 
gave the hatchet to his red child- 
ren, when our old chiefs were alive. 
They are now all dead. In that 
war our father was thrown on his 
back by the Americans, but our 
father took them by the hand 
without our knowledge, and we 
are afraid that our father will do 
this again at this time. Summer 
before last when I came forward 
with my red bretheren and was 
ready to take up the hatchet in 
favor of our father, we were told 
not to be in a hurry, that he had 
not yet determined to fight the 
Americans. 

“Listen. You told us at that time 
to bring forward our families to 
this place. We did so and you prom- 
ised to take care of them and that 
they would want for nothing while 
our men fought the enemy. You 
told us that we were not to trou- 
ble ourselves with the garrisons 
of the enemy, that we knew noth- 
ing about them, and that our 
father would attend to that busi- 
ness. You also told your red chil- 
dren that you would take good 
care of the garrison here, which 
made our hearts glad. 

“Listen. When we fought at the 
Maumee, it is true that we gave 
you little assistance. It is hard 
to fight people who live like 
ground hogs. 

“Father, listen. Our fleet has 
gone out. We know that they 
have fought. We heard the great 
guns, but know nothing of what 
has happened to our father with 
the one arm. (Barclay had lost 
an arm in the service of Admiral 
Nelson at Trafalgar). Our chiefs 
have gone one way and we are 
astonished to see our father tie- 
ing up everything and preparing 
to run away, without letting his 
red children know what his in- 
tentions are. You always told us 


to remain and take care of our 
lands. It made our hearts glad to 
know that such was your wish. 
Our father, the King, is the head 
and you represent him. You al- 
ways told us that you would never 
take your feet off British ground, 
but now, father, we see that you 
are going away, and that without 
seeing an enemy. We must com- 
pare our father’s conduct to that 
of a fat animal that carries its 
tail over its back, but when af- 
frightened, drops it between its 
legs and runs off. 

“Listen, father. The Americans 
have not yet defeated us by land; 
neither are we sure that they 
have done so by water. We there- 
fore wish to remain here and fight 
our enemies. If they defeat us, 
we will then retreat with our 
father. At the Battle of the Ra- 
pids (Fallen Timbers), the last 
war, the Americans certainly de- 
feated us, and when we retreated 
to our father’s fort, the gates 
were shut against us. We were 
afraid that it would now be the 
case, but instead, we see our 
father preparing to march out of 
his garrison. 

“Father. We have arms and 
ammunition which our Great 
Father sent to his red children. 
If you intend going away, give 
them to us and you may go. Our 
lives are in the hands of the 
Great Spirit. We are deter- 
mined to defend our lands, and if 
it be His will, to leave our bones 
upon them.” 

This, the last speech of Tecum- 
seh, is claimed to be verbatim. It is 


said that Proctor had it transjg 
and transcribed, intending to x 
it to his supériors to convince t} 
of the difficulties he was having 
handling his Indian allies, 
transcript was found among 
effects when his baggage was ¢ 
tured at the Moraviantown, aft 
the Battle of the Thames. 


Stirred by their leader's ¢ 
quence, the Indians sprang to th 
feet, flourishing their tomahay 
and shouting their approval 
Tecumseh’s plan. 


It was then, for the first tin 
that Proctor acknowledged 
clay’s defeat, arguing their 9 
dangerous position and the neeg 
sity of leaving Malden at ong 
Tecumseh proposed holding ys 
den as long as possible, then 
retreat, making a stand to oppo 
the American advance from ti 
to time as opportunity offered 
gradually leading their pursue 
inland, away from their base 
supplies and toward York (Tor 
to) or Burlington, where Britis 
reinforcements could be obtaing 

Tecumseh, being insistent, Pr 
tor proposed to move first 
McGee’s, a few miles above Fo 
Malden, opposite the mouth of 
River Rouge, where he claimed 
have supplies awaiting the retre 

However, no stores were foul 
at McGee’s as had been promise 
Proctor made excuses and ass 
the Indians that at the Tham 
River they would find a fort 
ready built for them, together wi 
reinforcements of British trod 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Because many of the Indians 
» have come to Chicago, IIl., 
er the Re-location Plan have 
chiidren and are rather shy 
wt taking part in activities in 
familiar © surroundings, The 
nghouse has sponsored free 
io innoculations for Indian chil- 
n first; secondly, people in the 
ounding neighborhood. Over 
were cared for first night. 

Mis movement on part of The 
aghouse is in co-operation with 
wor Daylie’s Commission on Hu- 
n Relations in his drive against 
io, through Dr. ‘Bundesons of- 
e. Mrs. Margaret Maden, Direc- 
of Migration Service and Mr. 
mple N. Pittman, Assistant Com- 
sioner of the Office of Human 
lations have been working ac- 
ly with both Mr. Al Cobe, 
ippewa, Life Member of The 
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hicago Longhouse Sponso 
lio Innoculation Program 


HE Longhouse Spring Pow Wow was held June 23 in the 
spacious grounds and home of Al. Cobe in Glen Elyn. It 
s well attended and it is unfortunate our president, Frank 
mart and his rolling Wigwam do not get around more often. 
nk travels most of the time for the Rath Meat Packing Co. 
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Longhouse and Director of all 
YMCA Indian affairs for this area 
and Mrs. Irene Dixon, Menominee, 
Secretary of Indian Affairs of The 
Longhouse who also is our per- 
manent Chairman of Indian Field 
worw. Lest the term “area” be 
misunderstood, as we use it, it 
means the entire city of Chicago 
and NOT just a section. 

September 20, 1957, is authentic 
INDIAN DAY for Illinois. These 
festivities will last for three days. 
All Indians in this area will be 
taking part. It is expected that it 
will be the greatest exhibition of 
Indian Craft this City has ever 
seen. 

The Pow Wow will take place at 
Thillens Stadium at Kedzie and 
Devon Avenue under sponsorship 
of THE ALL-TRIBES CENTER. 
Our good friend Walks by Day 
is President of the Dance Team. 
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Indians Reverse Process, 
Oppose Joint Schooling 


One hundred Indians—delegates from four reserves—are pre- 
paring to go to Ottawa to fight transfer of their children from 
Indian to white schools, according to a Toronto Daily Star re- 
port submitted for publication by Native Voice Eastern Associ- 
ate Editor Big White Owl. 

The Indians from the Sault Ste. Marie agency are fighting what 
they believe is an invasion by the white man of Indian treaty rights, 
according to the July 23 report. Led by Mrs. Cliff Lesage, Indian parents 
say they will keep their children home when schools open in September, 
rather than have them attend white schools. 

Delegates yesterday attended a meeting which chose a delegation 
headed by Chief William Meawasige of the Serpnt river reserve board 
to go to Ottawa and continue opposition to the transfer. Other reserves 
represented were from Batchawana, Garden river and Spanish river. 

Parents at Garden river say the government is “forcing” them to 
send their children to off-reserve schools though the majority of parents 
oppose the move. They say their children now are receiving a good 
education from capable teachers. 

A Roman Catholic school on the reserve has been notified that it 
will not reopen next September and its 80 pupils will attend classes 
at Tarentorus township, 12 miles east of here. 

F. Matters of North Bay, regional superintendent of Indian 
agencies for Ontario, said the reserve schools are being closed in a 
gradual movement to give Indian children education and opportunity 
— to that received by those they will compete against in later 
ife. 

Mr. Matters said segregation fails to develop in Indian children 
their full potentiality to compete in the white man’s world, and this 
is the basis for the government’s action. 
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Hereditary Chiefs Battle In Court 


(Continued from Page 1) 


af 50 percent. If a first vote fails 
to obtain a majority a second vote 
may be taken upon the consent of 
the minister of citizenship and 
immigration. 


Mrs. Logan claims the elected 
council is improperly constituted 
is the order-in-council of the 
of the government of Canada in 
in October, 1924, is ultra vires and 
that the lawful council which 
should rule upon the reservation 
is the hereditary council of chiefs, 
— still exists and meets regu- 
arly. 


While effects of the test case 
will be widespread the outcome 
will specifically affect at least 6,000 
Indians who live on the Grand 
River reserve, which includes the 
six tribes making up the Iroquois. 
The tribes are Mohawk, Onondaga, 
Tuscarora, Oneidt, Cayuga and Se- 
neca. 


The confederacy is ruled by 50 


chiefs, although at present there 
are some 15 vacancies. They have 
ruled from about the year 1100. 


Malcolm Montgomery, counsel 


for the chiefs, stated the govern- 


ment never presumed to pass 
legislation on the internal govern- 
ment of the Indians but gradually 
encroached on the Indians. 

After the RCMP evicted the 
hereditary cheifs following the 
1924 proclamation which was read 
from the steps of the council 
house built in 1863, the chiefs 
moved to the Long Houses, places 
of worship as well as places of 
meeting. From there the chiefs 
have led their followers, who they 
claim are a majority on the reser- 
vation. Of the 6,000 persons no 
more than 700 ever cast a ballot 
for the elected council. 

The chiefs performed marriages 
and funerals and looked after the 
sociological aspects of the Indian 
community. The elected council 
took over after 1924 the so-called 
“political powers,” administration 


of government grants pertaining to 
schools and roads, giving of fran- 
chises for bus lines, etc., or “sur- 
renders” regarding land on the 
reservation. 

The Six Nations Indian reserve 
is the centre of all the Iroquois 
Confederacy including U.S. Iro- 
quois. When chiefs meet at the 
Grand River reserve they come 
from all North America but pre- 
dominantly Ontario and New. York 
state. 

After the American revolution 
the Indians had to flee the U.S. be- 
cause they supported the British. 
They were given six miles on each 
side of the Grand river, and have 
since sold off or “surrendered” all 
of this and except for 72 square 
miles, which is the existing reserve 
some five miles south of Brant- 
ford. 

Publisher's Note: This fits in with 
the attitude of the hereditary chiefs 
and Native people of B.C. who are 
also taking a determined stand to pro- 
tect their hereditdry rights. 


TECUMSEH 


(Continued from Page 6) 


and ample supplies. 


Tecumseh finally agreed to 
treat on condition that a s 
would surely be made at 
Moraviantown on the Thames, 
miles from Sandwich. The Ch 
then suggested that an advane 
party be sent to that place to mak 
preparations for the main bod 
of the troops. 


Proctor was evasive and Tecun 
seh left the interview in a rag 
entirely exasperated with tt 
British commander’s lack of co 
age and energy. By this time th 
Chief had lost: all confidence { 
his ally and unquestionably y 
tempted to abandon his alliance 
with the British. 


His feelings were shared by th 
other chiefs and this, together wit! 
the inadequate rations, caused th 
a to desert in large nun 

ers. 


(To be Continued) 
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